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Regular meetings are held every 2nd
Wednesday of the month
At 7pm in the City Hall at 8083 Civic
Drive, Swartz Creek, Ml 48473

Please join us.

July is here and what a hot one it is. The
weather however has not
stopped our members
from continuing work on
several projects. Bill
Morgan has been working
i with several members in
continuing to improve the
condition of the Indian
Burial Ground. In an
effort to preserve the
health of one of the old
pine trees, a wild cherry
tree was removed by Henry Purdy. All the
work being done is with the approval of Judge
Ron Douglas of the Saginaw Chippewa Tribe.
Plans are ongoing for the upcoming
local cemetery tour. If you are interested
in the tour, it will be held on Wednesday
July 14, at 1 pm. It will be held in place of
our regular meeting. This is a fund raiser for
the society and the price is $10 each. We will
meet in the City Hall parking lot and will
proceed from site to site in cars; there will be
a speaker at each stop. If you need a ride we
can provide that for you. Please let us know
in advance. Tickets are available from Tim
Buda at 989-271-9193 or Bill Morgan at 810-
635-3467.

The following sites will be our destinations:
Swartz Creek Cemetery - Mike Shumaker
Corner of Morrish Rd & Fortino Dr

St. Mary's Cemetery - John Simor

Crapo St, behind the SC Middle School
Indian Burial Grounds - Bill Morgan

West side of Seymour Rd, Yamile south of Hill
Bendle Cemetery - Len Thomas

Beecher Rd, ¥2mile west of Seymour

Water and a dessert snack will be provided.

Len Thomas has been given the Sue
Taylor humanitarian award by the Swartz
Creek Kiwanis Club for his many community
service projects.

Eric Johnson of Gas Tank Renu has
been awarded the Business of the Year
Award. Congratulations to both for all you do
and your continuing community service.

May is the month when we hold our
annual elections. Ed Schultheis stepped
down from the board of trustees for personal
reasons. We thank you Ed for your many
years of service and look forward to seeing
you at the members meetings.

We would all like to welcome Len Thomas
who was elected to the board. We look
forward working with you. Tim Buda and
John Simor were both re-elected.

Our guest pam
speaker was |

Sw

Doyle Gould. He
presented the
history of his
family, from
before the Civil
War to the
present day. The
room was filled to
capacity with family and friends and Doyle
was very interesting to listen to. We would
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like to thank him for a wonderful meeting and
all the preparations that it took. It was
certainly well received.

John Trecha resigned from the board of
trustees because of conflict of schedules with
his recent appointment in Mundy Township.
We are sorry to see John leave the board and
thank him for his service.

We are sad to announce that
Czechoslovakian Night has been cancelled.
It has become too costly along with the lack of
new program material to continue at this time.

Our speaker in June was Helen Taylor
with the help of Elaine Tucker. The subject
was Mental Hospitals in the area. Helen
worked at such a hospital as a young nurse at
the Chicago State Hospital. She talked about
the various types of therapy that were use at
the time. She brought in many charts and
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facts and focused on the Traverse City State
Hospital and what the building is used for
today. Elaine Tucker gave a power point
presentation while Helen was speaking. This
was a wonderful program and well put
together. Thank you both so much.

We found the following list very interesting:

NORTHERN MICHIGAN ASYLUM
ATTENDANT FLOOR NURSE DUTIES
From the Nursing guidelines at Traverse
City Regional Psychiatric Hospital in 1886.
This was taken from the records of the
Mental Health Museum that is now closed.

. Daily sweep and mop the floor of your

ward; dust the patients’ furniture and
window sills.

. Maintain an even temperature in your

ward by bringing in a scuttle of coal for
the day’s business.

. Light is important to observe the

patients’ condition. Therefore, each day
fill kerosene lamps, clean chimneys, and
trim wicks. Wash the windows once a
week.

. The nurse’s notes are important in aiding

the physician’s work. Make your pens
carefully; you may whittle nibs to your
tastes.

. Each nurse on day duty will report every

day at 7 A.M, and leave at 8 P.M. except
on the Sabbath, on which day you will be
off from noon to 2 P.M.

. Graduate nurses in good standing with

the Director of Nurses will be given an
evening off for courting purposes, or two
evenings a week if you go regularly to
church.

. Each nurse should lay aside from each

payday a goodly sum of her earnings for
her benefits during her declining years
so that she will not be come a burden.
For example, if you earn $30 a month,
you should set aside $15.

. Any nurse who smokes, uses liquor in

any form, gets her hair done at a beauty
salon, or frequents dance halls will give
the Director of Nurses good reason to
suspect her worth, intentions and
integrity.

. The nurse who performs her labors and

serves her patients and doctors without
fault for five years will be given an
increase of five cents a day, providing
there are no hospital debts outstanding.



July — Swartz Creek area Cemetery Tour
August — No meeting

September — Henry Purdy; tour of his home
(former SC Depot) & Duffield United
Methodist Church - Meeting location and time
to be announced.

October - Len Thomas; tracking Lucy
Blanchard, a Civil War nurse.
November — Shirley Florine; symbols on

cemetery headstones and their meaning.

We received the following story from Terry
O’Brien:

Joe Fisher

Growing up with early television, we
watched a lot of Westerns: Hop-along
Cassidy, Gene Autry and, of course, Roy
Rogers. They were always the good guys
and wore the white hats. The bad guys wore
black hats and got their just rewards, usually
at the end of a smoking gun. There was one
more element to a good western: Indians.

Whenever we watched a western and an
Indian made an appearance, my dad would
remark, “There’s Joe Fisher.” This went on
for years, through “Maverick” to Bonanza.”
Dad finally told us about his first hair-raising
encounter with Indians.

Grandpa Frank O’Brien was born and
raised not far from the Crapo farm, which had
an Indians living on it. Grandpa went to
school with some Indian children and became
friends with Joe Fisher. One day when our
dad was quite young, he and his parents went
to a family get-together at the family farm
where Grandpa grew up. Grandma wanted a
basket of some kind made on that farm where
Joe and his wife now lived and worked.

Dad was excited about seeing a real
honest-to-God Indian as they headed into
“Indian Territory.” They stopped in front of a
quite normal looking house, and our dad,
timidly and curiously, kept close to Grandpa
as he knocked. A man, dressed in ordinary
clothes and speaking ordinary English, came

to the door and said, “Hello, Frank. Come on
in.”

Dad laughed to the end of his life over his
disappointment.

We would like to extend our heart felt
condolences to Kelly McKenzie, Laurie
Wickes, and Josh McKenzie for the loss of
Kelly's Mother and Josh’s Grandmother
Patricia Ann Potter McKenzie. Our thoughts
and prayer are with you at this time.

From Frank Gay : Small old spinning wheel
made of maple. Does anyone have
knowledge of how it was assembled?

From Sandy Rafaelli : Heavy ‘elevator’ apron
advertising Red Comb Poultry Feeds and a
heavy duty wooden milk bottle crate
containing 13 milk bottles as follows.

3 half pts- 1 from Genesee and 2 from
McDonald Dairy.

6 gt bottles- from Genesee Dairy.

1 gt bottle- from Freeman Company.

1 gt bottle- from Genesee Dairy Co. Golden
Guernsey, America’s Table Milk.

1 gt bottle from Genesee Dairy, Flint, Mich.
(clear with red and blue stars — ‘buy war
savings bonds keep it up’.

1 gt bottle from Creamline Dairy.

1 8 0z Vernor’s Ginger Ale bottle.

From John Trecha : Voters Instruction ballot
for first city election held September 22, 1959
for the City of Swartz Creek, Michigan listing
all candidates. Glass and wood framed.

From the Estate of Howard Dow : W. W. Il
Army pocket books all issued by the U.S. War
Department; Jungle Desert and Arctic
Emergencies, Dictionary for translating from
English to French or German, Conversation
Guide from English to French, two restricted
French phrase books, one restricted German
phrase book, Russian Language Guide, small
calendar booklet for the year 1944, two other
small books in German, The New Guide to
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Westminster Abbey including sketch plans
showing route taken, Diary “My Life in the
Service” (every page blank), Basic Field
Manual, Air Extract of Combined Operating
Signals all dated 1941 — 1943. Included was
a pair of his eyeglasses.

From ? Clayson , Detroit: good quality
photocopies of Crapo Farm herdsmen, cattle
and farm employees, etc.

From Henry Purdy : One page article entitled
The History of the Otterburn Club including
names and photos; written by Maxine Dart.
Flint Journal page dated 10/20/1946 featuring
Let’'s Know Our Neighbors Better — Swartz
Creek. (Original and photocopy)

From John Simor : Ellis Island information of
his great-grandparents James and Frances
Merinsky who bought the farmland at
Seymour and Calkins Roads in 1922. It will
be declared a centennial farm in 2022.

From Len Thomas : WW Il Honor List of Dead
and Missing — State of Michigan, Issued from
the War Dept, June 1946. Also included was
a large detailed page from National
Geographic — Indians of North America.

From Mike Shumaker : folder “Swartz Creek
History of Schools” information from 1840 —
20009.

From Bob Dove : Wooden Sign from the
American Indian Anishinabi-Aki Museum in
Flint.

From Lyle & Dee Buchanan : Two
scrapbooks of newspaper articles; (1) Swartz
Creek — Gaines Area News 1955-1997. (1)
Genesee County Area News 1975-1988.

From Ella Mae Halka : Photo of children in
Rankin School 1936, Swartz Creek
Telephone book-Oct 1951, Funeral Memory
book of Nellie Fuller- 1958, and other misc.
paper items.

From Lorene Wilson : Flint Genealogical
Quarterly.

From Ernie Callard : photo copies of Crapo
Farm pictures.

From Pete Ketzler : Table Top Display
celebrating the 47th Anniversary of The Class
of 1953. The display was designed and
constructed by Pete Ketzler (Class of 1952)
for the annual reunion of the 1953 Class held
in Grayling, Michigan, hosted by Charlie &
Marilyn Fick

We try to acknowledge all donations when
given but occasionally they will be listed at a
later date. We do appreciate all donations.

#$ %"

There are still a few of you that haven't
paid your dues. Unless you have paid ahead
or are a life member, they were due as of May
1%, You can renew by sending in your
payment as listed to the address below.
Please DO NOT send your payments or
correspondence  pertaining to the
Historical Society to the city hall as it may
cause an undo delay in our receipt of the
item.

In an attempt to save on postage we have
begun sending out membership cards with
the first newsletter following your payment
instead of in a separate envelope. If you
don’'t receive one let us know. When your
card arrives please check to make sure the
date on it agrees with your records.

Individuals: under 60 years of age $10.00

Family: (all related persons in the same
house) $20.00

Seniors: (60 and up) and Students (18 and
under) $5.00

Patron: $50
Life Membership (individual):  $100
Family Life Membership: $200

S.C.AH.S.

11353 Cook Rd.

Gaines, Michigan 48436 - 9742
Email: tbuda@shianet.org

Or abuda@shianet.org

Phone: 989-271-9193

Cell Phone: 810-444-9295




Precidellhe Bill Morgan

Vice President......... John Simor
secrelany . Angie Buda
Tfeasiter. ... Tim Buda
Trustees.................. Ernie Callard, Phyllis

O'Brien, Mike Schumaker and Len
Thomas
Newsletter editors......... Tim & Angie Buda

If anyone out there has any interesting
Swartz Creek Area pictures that we may
not have, please send us a copy along
with the identifying info. We will try to
place put them in the newsletter like
those below when space permits.

The photo with trees is
dated 1936, and is of the
centennial celebration of
Millers Settlement which
is now Swartz Creek. The
second photo is the same
building  without trees
about 15 years later. This
would be Fortinos east
parking lot today. The
buildings are Nellie
Fullers' House and Store.




